
The Third Regular Meeting of the
Medford School Committee

Monday, October 4, 2021
6:30 PM

To be held at the Howard Alden Memorial Chambers, Medford City Hall.
Masks are required for in-person attendance.

Also presented on Zoom.
https://mps02155-org.zoom.us/j/95308492476
Meeting ID: 953 0849 2476
One tap mobile
+13017158592,,95308492476# US (Washington DC)
+13126266799,,95308492476# US (Chicago)
Dial by your location

+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)

Meeting ID: 953 0849 2476
Find your local number: https://mps02155-org.zoom.us/u/ac5JPJpmLW

Agenda

I. Roll Call for Attendance of Members and the Student Representative

II. Salute the Flag

III. Consent Agenda
● Approval of Bills/Payrolls
● Regular School Committee Meeting Minutes, September 20, 2021

Report of Subcommittees
● None

IV. Report of the Superintendent

1. Public Health Update: Director of Health Services and Assistant Superintendent for
Finance/Operations will report on the MPS student and staff COVID testing program, state and
district mask mandates, MPS personnel vaccination status, contact tracing and quarantine
communication protocols, and revisions to COVID-19 prevention protocols for all Kindergarten
classrooms.

https://mps02155-org.zoom.us/j/95308492476


2. Medford Public Schools 2021 - 2022 Student Enrollment Report: District administrators will
report on the status of MPS student enrollment by school and grade level, as well as current
projects with respect to parochial school enrollment, charter school enrollment, and out of district
placements.

3. Professional Development Update: Dr. William Ribas will be presenting to the Medford School
Committee on the professional development programming focusing on the Massachusetts
educator performance evaluation systems that all MPS administrators are participating in during
the 2021 - 2022 school year.

V. Presentations of the Public (not to begin before 7:00pm)

“Regular Meetings of the School Committee include this ‘Presentations of the Public’ agenda item to
give any resident the opportunity to place a presentation before the School Committee. A resident
may only present once at any meeting.

These presentations are an opportunity for the public to make a presentation to the Committee but are
not opportunities for dialog with the Committee. If one or more members of the Committee wishes
to have a conversation about the topic presented, a member may request that the item be added to a
subsequent Regular Meeting.

The details for submitting a presentation can be found within the policy BEDH, Public Comment and
Presentations of the Public”

● None

Public Comment:

“Pursuant to policy BEDH, Public Comment and Presentations of the Public - any resident in the audience
may be given permission to speak once on any item on the agenda for up to three (3) minutes. The
speaker is expected to keep their comments to the item on the agenda. The speaker must begin their
comments by providing their full name and full Medford street address where they reside. Residents may
also submit their comments by writing to the Superintendent of Schools prior to the meeting, or by
emailing medfordsc@medford.k12.ma.us prior to or during the item on the agenda. Written comments
must be kept to a length that allows for them to be read into the record in less than three (3) minutes or the
comments will be summarized by the Secretary of the School Committee.

A welcoming inclusive community is both a value of the School Committee and an aspirational goal. We
ask for your help in achieving this goal and value your perspective.

When writing or emailing, please provide this required information: 1) The number and name of the
item on the agenda. 2) Your first and last name. 3) Your full Medford street address where you reside.
4) Your question or comment”

VI. Continued Business

mailto:medfordsc@medford.k12.ma.us


VII. New Business

1. Whereas the McGlynn playground continues to be in substandard conditions; the project for
replacement is taking longer than initially anticipated; and the mosquito born illness West Nile
Virus has been detected in Medford: An update on this project will be provided; and a request will
be made by the Mayor to the DPW to clear the standing water at the playground whenever
standing water is present to limit the opportunity for mosquito breeding which could threaten our
students and staff that use this playground.

- Offered by Paul Ruseau

2. Whereas the design study to replace the McGlynn playground was delayed by the COVID-19
pandemic, and whereas unstructured outdoor play promotes the development of important
social-emotional skills, be it resolved that the School Committee authorizes up to $2,000 to
conduct a Playground Safety Inspection by a Certified Playground Safety Inspector at the
McGlynn Elementary School playground as quickly as possible.  Be it further resolved that the
results of the inspection are presented to the committee so that identified safety concerns can be
remediated expeditiously.

- Offered by Jenny Graham

3. In light of rapidly increasing COVID-19 positive cases in Medford; the low vaccination rate of
our eligible students; the nearly 2000 students that are not yet eligible for vaccination; the
importance of contact tracing and adherence to protocols designed to limit exposure of our
students and staff when positive cases arise: The protocols for contact tracing and communication
for close contacts will be presented.

- Offered by Paul Ruseau

VIII. Reports Requested

IX. Condolences

The Medford School Committee expresses its sincere condolences to the family of  Leslie George “Bud”
Hollenbeck, father of Jan Hollenbeck, our Coordinator of Related Services, Secondary Transition, Section
504 and Assistive Technology.

The Medford School Committee expresses its sincere condolences to the family of Lois Marie (Duffy)
Riley, a longtime school crossing guard for the MDC.

https://www.nrpa.org/certification/CPSI/


The Medford School Committee expresses its sincere condolences to the family of Mary (Kenneally)
Mulgrew, sister-in-law of former Medford High School teacher and coach Frank Jewett.

X. Next Meeting
● Monday, October 18, 2021:  Regular School Committee Meeting - Alden Memorial

Chambers, Medford City Hall in addition to zoom:
https://mps02155-org.zoom.us/j/96317884451

XI. Adjournment

https://mps02155-org.zoom.us/j/96317884451
https://mps02155-org.zoom.us/j/96317884451

