
The First Regular Meeting of the
Medford School Committee

Monday, September 13, 2021
6:30 PM

To be held at the Howard Alden Memorial Chambers, Medford City Hall.
Masks are required for in-person attendance.

Also presented on Zoom.
https://mps02155-org.zoom.us/j/95875146257

Meeting ID: 958 7514 6257
One tap mobile
+13126266799,,95875146257# US (Chicago)
+19292056099,,95875146257# US (New York)

Dial by your location:
Find your local number: https://mps02155-org.zoom.us/u/abJ7W4AW7X

Agenda

I. Roll Call for Attendance of Members and the Student Representative

II. Salute the Flag

III. Consent Agenda
● Approval of Bills/Payrolls
● Regular School Committee Meeting Minutes, June 14 2021
● Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes, June 14, 2021
● Special School Committee Meeting Minutes, June 24, 2021

IV. Report of Subcommittees
● None

V. Report of the Superintendent
1. Summer Programming and School Opening Update: Assistant Superintendents for

Elementary and Secondary Education and the Director of Pupil Services report on the
conclusion of Extended School Year, Acceleration Academies and Camp Mustang during
the summer of 2021 and the experiences of students and families in the return to full

https://mps02155-org.zoom.us/j/95875146257


in-person learning for the start of the 2021 – 2022 school year. Current enrollment data
will also be shared at this time.

2. Public Health Update: Director of Health Services and Assistant Superintendent for
Finance/Operations report on student and staff COVID testing program, COVID
vaccination clinics, state and district mask mandates, and physical distancing protocols,
including during meal periods.

3. Labor Relations Update: Assistant Superintendent for Finance/Operations report on
tentative agreements reached with various collective bargaining partners regarding
mandatory weekly COVID-19 testing and proof of vaccination requirements.

4. Operations and Transportation Update: Assistant Superintendent for
Finance/Operations reports on adjustment to transportation protocols and challenges
experienced by families with respect to transportation during the start of school, as well
as a pilot program instituted at Medford High School in response to the mandate by the
Medford School Committee to increase access and improve equity of transportation
options available to MHS students.

VI. Presentations of the Public (not to begin before 7:00pm)

“Regular Meetings of the School Committee include this ‘Presentations of the Public’ agenda item to
give any resident the opportunity to place a presentation before the School Committee. A resident
may only present once at any meeting.

These presentations are an opportunity for the public to make a presentation to the Committee but are
not opportunities for dialog with the Committee. If one or more members of the Committee wishes
to have a conversation about the topic presented, a member may request that the item be added to a
subsequent Regular Meeting.

The details for submitting a presentation can be found within the policy BEDH, Public Comment and
Presentations of the Public”

● None

Public Comment:

“Pursuant to policy BEDH, Public Comment and Presentations of the Public - any resident in the audience
may be given permission to speak once on any item on the agenda for up to three (3) minutes. The
speaker is expected to keep their comments to the item on the agenda. The speaker must begin their
comments by providing their full name and full Medford street address where they reside. Residents may
also submit their comments by writing to the Superintendent of Schools prior to the meeting, or by
emailing medfordsc@medford.k12.ma.us prior to or during the item on the agenda. Written comments
must be kept to a length that allows for them to be read into the record in less than three (3) minutes or the
comments will be summarized by the Secretary of the School Committee.

mailto:medfordsc@medford.k12.ma.us


A welcoming inclusive community is both a value of the School Committee and an aspirational goal. We
ask for your help in achieving this goal and value your perspective.

When writing or emailing, please provide this required information: 1) The number and name of the
item on the agenda. 2) Your first and last name. 3) Your full Medford street address where you reside.
4) Your question or comment”

VII. Continued Business

VIII. New Business
1. The Medford School Committee may send one delegate and one alternate delegate to the

MASC/MASS Annual Joint Conference for the purpose of voting during the delegate
assembly on the resolutions of the MASC.  The conference is Wednesday, November 3
through Saturday, November 6 with the delegate assembly being held on Saturday,
November 6.  Voting is presently only allowed in person, and thus it is recommended that
only members that are able to and are planning to attend the conference be nominated.

- Offered by Paul Ruseau

2. Pursuant to 603 CMR 50.07 (10) two-thirds of member school committees must approve
collaborative capital improvement plans. The Shore Educational Collaborative is seeking
the approval of this plan from the members which includes the Medford Public Schools.
Member school districts are not being asked to fund this plan - the regulation requires us
to approve this so that Shore Educational Collaborative may implement this plan.  See
additional documentation titled “Shore Educational Collaborative Capital Improvement
Plan Fiscal Years 2021-2031” provided for the details of this request.

- Offered by Paul Ruseau

3. Given that 10% of the human population is left-handed and in some classrooms, Medford
Public Schools utilizes half desks which are designed for the handedness of the
individuals using the desk:  by January 1, 2022 every classroom will have sufficient
left-handed desks in place for the number of students that are left-handed in that space.  If
information cannot be ascertained to the number of students that are left-handed then
10% of the desk count in classrooms that have these types of desks will be for left-handed
students.

- Offered by Paul Ruseau, Jenny Graham and Melanie McLaughlin

IX. Reports Requested

X. Condolences

The Medford School Committee extends its deepest sympathies to the family of Paul T. Kavanaugh, Jr.
His  wife Diane was a Brooks Elementary School Kindergarten and their daughter Kerry serves as an
anchor for Fox 25 news.



The Medford School Committee extends its deepest sympathies to the family of Raymond J. “Buck”
Buckland, a former Medford High School Coach and a member of the Mustang Hall of Fame

The Medford School Committee extends its deepest sympathies to the family of Ralph D. Zumpfe, father
of MHS Swim Coach Mary Judge

The Medford School Committee extends its deepest sympathies to the family of Attorney Robert J.
Jordan, husband of former Brooks Elementary School teacher, Louise Jordan.

The Medford School Committee extends its deepest sympathies to the family of Tina Palladino, mother in
law of City Council President Richard Caraviello

The Medford School Committee extends its deepest sympathies to the family of Warren Joseph “Bud”
Yaeger, husband of former Columbus Elementary School Principal Joan Yaeger and father of Mrs. Katie
Ciampoli, Coordinator of the MEEP Program.

The Medford School Committee extends its deepest sympathies to the family of Attorney Robert Gilligan,
who served as a member of the Building the Future Committee as well as, served as an advisor to the
Mustang Mock Trial Court.

The Medford School Committee extends its deepest sympathies to the family of Daniel J. Bates, Jr., a
former school department custodian and father of Mustang Boys Hockey Coach Shawn Bates.

The Medford School Committee extends its deepest sympathies to the family of Peter Corbett, father in
law of McGlynn Elementary School teacher and Summer Fun Camp Director, Anthony Petrelis.

The Medford School Committee extends its deepest sympathies to the family of Stella (Santoro)
McParland, former secretary and lunch mother for both the Medford Public Schools and Shore
Collaborative.

The Medford School Committee extends its deepest sympathies to the family of Margaret G. McGrath, a
former teacher at the Brooks Elementary School.

XI. Next Meeting
● Monday, September 20, 2021:  Regular School Committee Meeting - Alden Memorial

Chambers, Medford City Hall in addition to zoom:
https://mps02155-org.zoom.us/j/97259875095

XII. Adjournment

https://mps02155-org.zoom.us/j/97259875095

