
 
Medford School Committee Meeting  

February 8, 2021  

Remote Meeting by ZOOM 

Executive Session 5:00 PM 

Regular Meeting 6:00 PM  

Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open              
Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, §18, and the Governor’s March 15, 2020 Order imposing strict               
limitations on the number of people that may gather in one place, this meeting of the Medford                 
School Committee will be conducted via remote participation to the greatest extent possible.             
Specific information and the general guidelines for remote participation by members of the public              
and/or parties with a right and/or requirement to attend this meeting can be found on the City of                  
Medford website, at w​ww.medfordma.org​. For this meeting, members of the public who wish to              
listen or watch the meeting may do so by accessing the meeting link contained herein. No                
in-person attendance of members of the public will be permitted, but every effort will be made to                 
ensure that the public can adequately access the proceedings in real time, via technological means.               
In the event that we are unable to do so, despite best efforts, we will post on the City of Medford                     
or Medford Community Media websites an audio or video recording, transcript, or other             
comprehensive record of proceedings as soon as possible after the meeting.  

The meeting can be viewed through Medford Community Media on Comcast Channel 22 
and Verizon Channel 43 at 6:00 pm.  

Meeting of the Medford School Committee Virtual Information - 5:00 PM ​Since the             
meeting will be held remotely, participants can log or call in by using the following link or                 
call-in number:  

Zoom information:  Join Zoom Meeting 

https://mps02155-org.zoom.us/j/94076528040 

Meeting ID: 940 7652 8040 

One tap mobile 

+13017158592,,94076528040# US (Washington DC) 

+13126266799,,94076528040# US (Chicago) 

 



Dial by your location 

        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 

Meeting ID: 940 7652 8040 

Find your local number: https://mps02155-org.zoom.us/u/acPBFYwYjS 

Additionally, questions or comments can be submitted during the meeting by emailing 
medfordsc@medford.k12.ma.us​. Those submitting must include the following 
information: 

1) Your first and last name  

2) Your Medford street address  

3) Your question or comment  

I. Roll Call and Salute the Flag  

II. ​ Negotiations and Legal Matters - Executive Session 

Executive session of the Medford School Committee pursuant to G.L.c. 30A §21(a) to             
discuss strategy in preparation for pending litigation on the basis that an open meeting              
may have a detrimental effect on the litigating position of the Medford School Committee.              
Specifically, the Medford School Committee will be discussing pending litigation before           
the Massachusetts Commission Against Discrimination (MCAD). The Medford School         
Committee will reconvene in public session following the executive session.  

II. Approval of Minutes:  

1. January 25, 2021 School Committee Meeting  

III. Approval of Bills/Transfer of Funds and Approval of Payrolls  

IV. Report of Secretary 

1. Good of the Order  



V. Report of Committees  

1. COW Meeting, January 13, 2021 - Mayor Breanna Lungo-Koehn 
2. COW Meeting, January 25, 2021 - Mayor Breanna Lungo-Koehn 
3. Communication, Strategy and Stakeholder Engagement, February 2, 2021 - Jenny Graham, 

Chair, Approval of Minutes 
4. Special Meeting, February 3, 2021 - Mayor Breanna Lungo-Koehn 

VI. Community Participation  

 

Public Participation Emails: Questions or comments can be submitted during the meeting by 
emailing ​medfordsc@medford.k12.ma.us​. Those submitting must include the following 
information:  
 

1) Your first and last name  
2) Your Medford street address  
3) Your question or comment  

VII. Report of Superintendent  

1. Superintendent’s Updates and Comments 

2. COVID-19 Public Health Update & MPS COVID-19 Testing Summary and Update - Nurse 
Supervisor Toni Wray, Ms. MaryAnn O’Connor - Board of Health & Mr. David Murphy 

3. Report on CCSR - Richard Trotta, Michael Skorker and student representatives 

4. Report on Massachusetts School Library Association (MSLA):  Superintendent 
Edouard-Vincent 

Maria D’Orsi, Teacher Librarian at Medford Public Schools has been chosen to serve as 
Metrowest Area Co-Director of the 2020-2021 Executive Board of the Massachusetts 
School Library Association (MSLA). 

The Massachusetts School Library Association congratulates Kristina Johnson, Library 
Teacher at Andrews Middle School as a recipient of the President's Award.  This award 
honors school librarians making an impact on student learning in their early careers.We 
hope you will join us as we celebrate Kristina's successes in our online celebratory 
campaign, running February 22-March 12th on Twitter and Facebook. Kristina will be 
honored at the Massachusetts School Library Association Annual Conference March 
21-22nd. 

5. Motion to approve donation of MacBook to a student - Dr. Peter J. Cushing, Assistant 



Superintendent of Secondary Schools 

6. FY 22 Budget Overview and Anticipated Timeline  - David Murphy, Assistant 
Superintendent of Finance & Operations  

7. Report on scheduled Listening Sessions for Families on the topic of School Reopening, Fall 
2021 - Dr. Peter J. Cushing, Assistant Superintendent of Secondary & Suzanne B. Galusi 
Assistant Superintendent of Elementary 

VIII. Old Business  

1. Vote to approve Superintendent Marice Edouard-Vincent’s goals for 2020-2021. 

2. Discussion of Columbus School Name change - Committee of the Whole meeting 
dedicated to this discussion scheduled for March 10, 2021 at 5:00 PM 

3. Report on COVID-19 related funding sources: Summary of investments made by the 
Medford Public Schools through funding sources realized as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic including state grants and federal allocations. - David Murphy, Assistant 
Superintendent for Finance & Operations and Michelle Kingdon, Comptroller  

IX. Communications  

X. New Business  

1. Field trips that have been previously approved but needed to be postponed due to the 
pandemic do not require a new approval from the School Committee and may be scheduled 
for a date in the future under the existing approval for up to two years from the original 
planned date of the field trip.  ​Offered by Paul Ruseau. 

2. The Medford Public Schools Assistant Superintendent of Elementary Education, and the 
Assistant Superintendent of Secondary Education will present an overview of the efforts 
underway to prepare students and staff for the administration of the MCAS at the 
elementary, middle and high school levels and will include details such as how fully remote 
students will be tested, equipment setup including space and social distancing plans, and 
proctoring plans. The presentation should also include  what practice MCAS testing is 
taking place throughout the district and how that will be alike or different from the actual 
MCAS testing. Estimates of total learning time lost due to practice and actual MCAS 
testing by grade level will be provided. Additionally we should be supplied a current total 
by level (elementary/middle/high) of the number of students that have opted out of taking 
the MCAS thus far and what plans are underway to provide those students with meaningful 
education during the time other students are taking practice and real MCAS tests. This 
information will be provided to the Committee on February 8, 2021.  If there is insufficient 
time to assemble this information then a Special Meeting of the School Committee shall be 



called the week of February 15, 2021 to provide this information.   ​Offered by Paul Ruseau. 

3. Resolution in Support of Expedited COVID-19 Vaccinations for Educators - see email for 
complete text.  (see attached document)    ​Offered by:  Jenny Graham, Paul Ruseau 

4. School Committee Resolution: Condolences  

The Medford School Committee expresses its sincere condolences to the family of Frank 
Dalessio, the technology repair specialist for the Medford Public Schools.  Mr. Dalessio was a 
14 year district employee.  He will be sorely missed.  To his wife, children and grandchildren 
may his memory be a blessing.  

The Medford School Committee expresses its sincere condolences to the family of John F. 
Feeley, a World War II veteran and member of the Mustang Hall of Fame. To the Feeley 
Family, may his memory be a blessing. 

The Medford School Committee expresses its sincere condolences to the family of Norma L. 
Laskey, Aunt of Fred Laskey, Director of the MWRA and Donna Laskey, a McGlynn 
Elementary School teacher.  To the Laskey Family, may her memory be a blessing.  

The Medford School Committee expresses its sincere condolences to the family of Kerry 
Honeycutt Royce, niece of longtime Medford Public Schools supporter and owner of John 
Brewers Tavern, Bill Honeycutt.  To the Honeycutt Family, may her memory be a blessing.  
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